INTRODUCTION
Our continuing studies o f the systematics and biology o f the African Iridaceae led us to examine type material o f several species thought to belong to the genus Tritonia Ker Gawl. but excluded by De Vos (1982 , 1983 ) from her revision o f the genus as insufficiently known because o f the difficulty in relating type material to any known species. Among the names in question are Gladiolus fla vus [Sol. in] Aiton (1789), G. laceratus Burm.f. (1768) , G. undulatus Burm.f. (1768) , and Ixia gladiolaris Lam. (1789) . The type o f Ixia gladiolaris is what is currently called Tritonia lineata (Salisb.) Ker Gawl., which thus becomes T. gladiolaris. Gladiolus flavus was based on a specimen o f T. flabellifolia (D.Delaroche) Ker Gawl., to which it is now assigned as a later synonym. The type o f G. undulatus matches T. crispa (L.f.) Ker Gawl. The latter, based on G. crispus L.f. (1782) , closely resembles the shorter-tubed T. crispa var. parvijflora Baker, and the species must therefore be known by the earlier name T. undulata, a combination made by Baker in 1877. We have, however, failed to locate authentic material that can be associated with G. laceratus and this species must continue to be excluded from Tritonia. Taxonomic adjustments required as a result o f our investigation are made below. Lastly, new collections o f T. securigera (Aiton) Ker Gawl. have led us to re-examine the distinc tion between this species and the western Little Karoo plants referred to as T. watermeyeri. The latter species, defined by its crisped and undulate leaves, is now known to be connected by a series o f intermediates to the wide spread T. securigera, which has plane leaves but flowers identical to those o f T. watermeyeri. We conclude that it The type o f Gladiolus flavus is readily identified as a specimen in the British Museum (Natural History) col lected in early bloom (Figure 1 ). The long-tubed flowers are quite evident, and the characteristic dry. brown, longattenuate and acuminate bracts immediately identify the plant as the Western Cape species, Tritonia flabellifolia.
This plant has white to cream-coloured flowers and it is puzzling that Solander, who drew up the description, should have called it G. flavus (actually describing the flower as intensely yellow). Possibly the flower buds were sufficiently cream-coloured for him to have thought they deserved the epithet he chose. Despite the apparent inconsistency in flower colour we are confident that G. /.v/a gladiolaris, represented by a single sheet in the Herbarier Lamarck in the Laboratoire de Phanerogamie, Paris, was included in the synonymy o f T. securigera by De Vos (1983 , 1999 We have examined the type specimen o f lxia undulata.
a single plant without a conn, in the Burman Herbarium at Geneva (Figure 2) , and are amazed that its identity could have caused such confusion. It is an exact match for plants from the Tulbagh District o f Western Cape, referred by both Baker (1892 , 1896 ) and De Vos (1983 , 1999 to Tritonia crispa var. parviflora. The leaf margins are tightly crisped and the entire blade is loosely undulate and twisted, while the salver-shaped flower has a narrow, almost cylindric (not funnel-shaped as De Vos stated) Perianth tube. ± 18 mm long with [apparently] spreading tepals, stamens with filaments exserted ± 5 mm from the tube, and anthers ± 3 mm long.
We have no hesitation in regarding lxia undulata as nonspecific with Tritonia crispa (basionym Gladiolus crispus L .f (1782)). /. undulata is the earlier name, and T. crispa now falls into the synonymy o f T. undulata. 
TYPUS
Halle 15: 358 (1882). Gladiolus laceratus Burm.f.: 2 (1768). Montbretia lacerata (Burm.f.) Baker: 168 (1877) . Type: unknown, not in G-BU (Brown 1929) or L (J.Veldkamp pers. comm.).
No type for this species, described by Burman fil. in 1768, has ever been identified, and the description is too brief to permit its association with any known species.
Baker (1877) 
microfiche!).
There is no question about the identity o f the type of this predominantly Little Karoo species, to our knowl edge first collected by Masson and Thunberg in the early 1770s. M asson's collection was later grown at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, where plants in flower were described as Gladiolus securiger a decade later by Solander for A iton's Hortus kewensis (Aiton 1789) . Plants o f the same collection were illustrated in Curtis's Botanical Magazine in 1797 under that name (Ker Gawler 1797) but the species was later transferred to
Tritonia (Ker Gawler 1804).
Distinctive features o f the species, in the narrow sense, are a basal fan o f firm, plane leaves (4-)6-12 mm wide with acute tips, a typically unbranched stem (robust plants may have one or more lateral branches), and an erect spike o f (3)4-8 orange, rarely yellow, and evidently unscented flowers. The dorsal tepal is largest, 16-18 x 13-15 mm, and the lower tepals each bear a pronounced bright yellow median tooth, ± 4 x 2.5 mm. shaped like an axehead (securiger is Latin for axe-bearer). These teeth, called calli in the early literature and calluses by De Vos (1982 , 1983 , 1999 in her accounts o f Tritonia. are not unique to the species but are frequent in Tritonia. helped us identify Ixia gladiolaris in the Herbier Lamarck at P; and J. Veldkamp, Leiden Herbarium, for searching for a possible type o f Gladiolus laceratus. We are also grateful to Mary Stiffler who cheerfully helped solve bibliographic questions and provided copies o f numerous articles not readily available to us.
